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CITY OF MILPITAS 
Arts Commission and 
Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Resources 
Commission 

SPECIAL JOINT 
MEETING AGENDA 

6:30 p.m. 
Monday, January 6, 2025 

Milpitas City Hall, Committee Conference Room, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Roll Call 
 

4. Seating of Alternates 
 

5. Approval of Agenda: January 6, 2025 
 

6. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes: November 13, 2024 
 

7. Public Forum 
Those interested are invited to address the Commission on any subject not on the agenda. Speakers may 
provide their name and city of residence for the record, and comments may be limited to three minutes, or less. 
As an item not listed on the agenda, no response is required of the Commission or staff. However, Commission 
members may request staff to add the item to a future meeting agenda. This public meeting will be led with 
professionalism, respect, and civility, so profanity and/or vulgar language will not be allowed. 

 
8. Announcements 

 
 
 

9. Business Items 
 

 
a. Womanhood Marker Proposal for Delano Manongs 

Background: Assistant Director McLane will present a request from Arts Build Community and 
Santa Clara County’s Office of Women’s Policy to include one of the County’s Womanhood 
project art markers in Delano Manongs Park. The marker would honor Dr. Dawn Mabalon, 
poet, journalist, historian, and activist, best known for her work documenting the history of 
Filipino Americans, including that of the Delano Manongs.  
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Recommendation: Recommend to City Council for or against participating in Santa Clara 
County’s Womanhood project, allowing installation of an art marker commemorating Dr. Dawn 
Mabalon in Delano Manongs Park. 
 

 
b. Historic Park Markers Public Art Project 

Background: Assistant Director McLane will present design selection rankings from the Park 
Markers Subcommittee, which unanimously recommended the marker design from Vickie Jo 
Sowell. 
 
Recommendation: Recommend to City Council the Vickie Jo Sowell design for the historical 
park markers.  

 
 
 
10. Adjournment 

 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE OPEN GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE 

 
Government’s duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. 

Commissions and other agencies of the City exist to conduct the people’s business. This ordinance assures 
that deliberations are conducted before the people and the City operations are open to the people’s review. 

For more information on your rights under the Open Government Ordinance or to report a violation, 
contact the City Attorney’s office at Milpitas City Hall, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas, CA 95035 

e-mail: mmutalipassi@milpitas.gov / Phone: 408-586-3040 
 

The Open Government Ordinance is codified in the Milpitas Municipal Code as Title I Chapter 310 and is 
available online at the City’s website www.milpitas.gov by selecting “I Want to . . . View “ link. 

 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Commission after initial distribution of the 

agenda packet are available for public inspection at the Recreation and Community Services office at the 
Milpitas Community Center, 457 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas and on the City website. Commission agendas 

and related materials can be 
viewed online: www.milpitas.gov/our-government/commission/arts/ 

 

APPLY TO SERVE ON A CITY COMMISSION 
Commission application forms are available online at www.milpitas.gov or at Milpitas City Hall. 

Contact the City Clerk’s office at 408-586-3003 for more information. 

mailto:mmutalipassi@milpitas.gov
http://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/
https://www.milpitas.gov/our-government/commission/arts/
http://www.milpitas.gov/
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If you need assistance, per the Americans with Disabilities Act, for a City of Milpitas public meeting, please 
call Recreation and Community Services Community Engagement and Inclusion Administrator Tegan 
McLane at (408) 586-3212, or send an e-mail to tmclane@milpitas.gov prior to the meeting. You may 
request a larger font agenda or arrange for mobility assistance. For hearing assistance, headsets are 
available in the City Council Chambers for all meetings. 

mailto:tmclane@milpitas.gov
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MEETING MINUTES 
6:30 PM 

Wednesday, November 13, 2024 
BARBARA LEE SENIOR CENTER 

40 N. CALAVERAS BLVD. 
MILPITAS, CA 95035 

  
CALL TO ORDER Assistant Director McLane called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  

ROLL CALL PRESENT: Committee members Ehardt, Gomez, Strauss, Umarani 
 

 ABSENT: Committee member Ghose 
 
City Staff: Tegan McLane – Assistant Director 
                  Justin Yount – Senior Public Services Assistant 
 

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE Assistant Director McLane led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ALTERNATE SEATING N/A 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA Motion to approve the agenda for November 13, 2024. 

 
Motion/Second: Ehardt/Strauss 
 
Motion carried by a vote of AYES: All  NOES: 0 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Motion to approve the minutes for August 12, 2024 
 
Motion/Second: Umarani/Gomez 
 
Motion carried by a vote of AYES: All  NOES: 0 

 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 
 
None 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS None 
  
BUSINESS ITEMS a. Review and rank finalists proposals – Recreation and Community 

Services Department Staff 
Assistant Director Tegan McLane presented design proposal narratives and 
maquettes of the kiosk-style marker from four finalist artists, Adrian Litman, 
Cheryl Derricotte, Vicki Jo Sewell, and Kaspari Dell Workshop. The 
commission reviewed all four designs and unanimously selected artist Vicki 
Jo Sewell’s design to move forward for recommendation to the Arts 
Commission and PRCRC. Staff requested a second design be selected as 
well to move forward for review. The Commission selected the design from 
Kaspari Dell workshop as the second option.  
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Motion to recommend the design from artist Vicki Jo Sewell as a unanimous 
first choice and second choice design by Kaspari Dell Workshop move 
forward to the Arts Commission and PRCRC for review. 
 
Motion/Second: Strauss/Gomez 
 
Motion carried by a vote of AYES: All  NOES: 0 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS None 
  
ADJOURNMENT With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:14 p.m. 
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DATE:  January 6, 2025 
 
TO:  Honorable Chairs and Commissioners  
 
FROM: Tegan McLane, Assistant Director, Recreation and Community Services Department 
 
SUBJECT:   Womanhood Marker Proposal for Delano Manongs (Item 9A) 
 
 
Executive Summary:  
Assistant Director McLane will present a request from Arts Build Community and Santa Clara 
County’s Office of Women’s Policy to include one of the County’s Womanhood project art 
markers in Delano Manongs Park. The marker would honor Dr. Dawn Mabalon, poet, journalist, 
historian, and activist, best known for her work documenting the history of Filipino Americans, 
including that of the Delano Manongs. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Recommend to City Council for or against participating in Santa Clara County’s Womanhood 
project, allowing installation of an art marker commemorating Dr. Dawn Mabalon in Delano 
Manongs Park. 
 
Financial Impact: 
Design and installation of the marker is funded by Santa Clara County Office of Women’s Policy 
and sponsors of the project. Staff time to coordinate with the County is expected to be minimal. 
Maintenance of the sign is also expected to be very minimal.   
 
Description: 
The Santa Clara County Office of Women’s Policy has funded a Countywide public art project 
that will install markers in public spaces around the County commemorating local women who 
have made important contributions in a number of fields. These markers are metal signs bearing 
an artist designed visual code that the public can scan with a phone application as they might a 
QR code to access artwork, poetry and storytelling about the women. 
 
The project coordinators, Art Builds Community, have approached Milpitas requesting 
permission to place a marker Dr. Dawn Mabalon in Delano Manongs Park. Dr. Mabalon was a 
poet, journalist, historian, and activist. She was third generation Pinay, and the first Pinay to 
earn a Ph.D. in American History from Stanford University. Her academic research focus was 
Filipino American history, including work on the life of Larry Itliong and the Delano Manongs. 
 
 
Attachments: 
1. Santa Clara County Office of Women’s Policy Proposal 

AGENDA REPORT 
 Joint Meeting of the Arts Commission and Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Resources Commission 

file://callisto/city_mgr/City%20Manager's%20Office/Forms/CURRENT%20FORMS/Templates/Memo%20&%20Letterhead%20Templates/www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov




























































Design Proposal Narrative 

Milpitas Historical Park Markers 

“Natives” 

Vickie Jo Sowell, Sculptor 

http://unrulyimages..com 

510-459-9026 

 

Artist Statement 
The Milpitas Historical Park Marker project offers the City an opportunity to establish a consistent 
identity for its parks across all locations.    For this project I’ve chosen the theme of “Natives,” using 
imagery drawn from the flora and fauna native to the Milpitas region, live oak and sycamore leaves, as 
well as critical pollinator species, the bees, monarch butterfly, and Anna’s hummingbird.   These will be 
rendered as multiple machine-driven cutouts in steel.  As the drawings and renderings on the following 
pages show, the cutout panels will be joined to form a structurally strong zig-zag shaped kiosk, secured 
to ground-level concrete pads.    On two of the three sections of the kiosk, space is provided for back-to-
back waterproof outdoor display cases.   The maquette I’ve provided illustrates two options, one in 
which two display cases are mounted side by side, the other where they are separate. 

Proposed Materials and Dimensions 
Each kiosk will be constructed of three 72” x 35” rectangular frames built from 2.5” square steel tubing, 
hinged at approximately  120 degree angles to each other.   Within these structural frames, thematic art 
panels waterjet cut from ¼” Sheet Steel are welded, one the full height, and the other two panels half 
high, 36” x 35”,  providing space on front and back to mount four off-the-shelf Swansea Outdoor 
Lockable Display Cases.   At the bottom of each rectangular frame the square tube will extend two legs 
8” long, terminating in steel mounting plates that will be bolted to a concrete pad.   For sections in which 
display cases are inset, overhanging roof elements will be added, to provide additional protection for the 
waterproof, lockable cases. 

The use of computer-driven water-jet cutting allows replacement of any severely damaged panels, as 
well as for easy scaling of the images for other applications in other signage in the parks, if desired.    
Their angled arrangement can be adjusted to fit larger and smaller park locations.   The suggested golden 
tan color RA1007 is just one of many choices available from Prismatic Powders, see the attached sample 
sheet.   The commercially available Swansea outdoor display cases I propose can be easily replaced if 
damaged. 

Because the seven kiosks will be constructed of interchangeable, reproducible parts, the longevity of the 
kiosks is indefinite.   Many of the similar powder-baked surfaces I’ve installed have been in place for over 
twenty years.  The cutout artwork panels are unattractive to graffiti placement, but the budget includes 
matching spray paint for touch-up if this should prove necessary.  

 

http://unrulyimages..com/


 

 

Timeline 

Following Contract Award, a 50% materials advance ($50,000) must be available to begin work. 
CAD design  4 weeks from award 
 Stephen Bailey 
Waterjet cutting  4 weeks total, 8 weeks from award 
 Shane’s Watercutting 
Assembly of panels,  4 weeks total, 12 weeks from award 
 Artist Vickie Jo Sowell and Assistant Keith Harker at artist studio in Emeryville 
Powder-baking panels and structure, 4 weeks total, 16 weeks from award 
 Melrose Powder-baking 
Test assembly, 2 weeks, 18 weeks from award 
Transportation and Delivery, 2 weeks,  20 weeks from award 
 Artist Vickie Jo Sowell and Assistant Keith Harker 
Installation, 2 weeks, 22 weeks from award 
  

Project Budget 

Artist Fee    24,000 
Studio Assistant 

Welding   7,000 
Shop Fee   3,000 

Contractor services  
  CAD    6,000 

WaterJet cutting  18,000 
 Powder-baking   14,000 
Materials and supplies   

Steel stock   1,500 
Display Cabinets (28)   5,500 
Spray Paint for Maintenance 1,000 

Transportation  
 Between vendors  1,000 
 To Milpitas Park sites  2,000 
Field coordination (site visit)  4,000 
Insurance and Permits   3,000 
Installation*    10,000 
  TOTAL   $100,000 

 

*Prefer fresh concrete pads with embedded bolts, for which I’ll supply template.  Otherwise, securing 
bolts will be drilled into existing concrete. 



 

 

 



Kiosk Panel and Display Cabinet, structural detail 

 

 

 

Kiosk Design 1 



 

Kiosk Design 2 



 

Kiosk Design 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kiosk Maquettes (Physical items available if desired) 

 

       

Configuration A    Configuration B 

 

Configuration C 

 

 

 



 

 

Prismatic Powders Color Sample Chart 



 

  



 

Sample installation at Jose Higuera Adobe Park 
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